From: <PFFV Presdent@aol.com>
To: FTC.SERIUY("tsr@ftc.gov")
Date: Fri, Mar 22, 2002 2:56 PM
Subject: Comments on do not call list

March 22, 2002

Office of the Secretary

Federal Trade Commission

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Room 159 ~

Washington, DCA 20580

Dear Sr/Madam:

| am writing to you on behdf of the Professond Firefighters of Vermont to

express our objection to the Federa Trade Commissiond€™'s proposal to amend the
Telemarketing SalesRule. A The proposed gpplication of a nationa &€oado not
cal&€ regigry to our organization is unfair, unwise and unworkable.

Asfirefighters, we make it our business to serve our communities to the
greatest extent possible. A Our fire fighter organization is a non-profit

entity thet relies extensvely upon smdl gifts from alarge number of people

to support numerous charitable activities. A Through such contributions, we
have been able to support the Vermont Fire Safety Caendar Project, assst in
the purchase of afire safety trailer for Vermont children, offer

scholarships to our membersd€™ children, and help promote legidation that
increases the safety of dl firefighters.

The proposed ruleis unfair because it would create a &€osdo not callé€e  registry
maintained by the federd government that would gpply to fundraising cdls

made on behdf of our organization to support our charitable activities, but

would not gpply to politiciansd€™ fundraising calls or phone solicitations by
banks, telephone companies and insurance companies. A Beyond being unfair, this
smply does not make any sense.

The proposed rule is unwise because it would prohibit our organization from
contacting individuals on the &oado not calé€s  ligt even if they had
congstently donated to our organization in the past and would il like to

do sointhefuture A At atime when government is relying upon non-profits
and charitiesto do more, it should not undermine the ability of

organizations such as our own to provide vauable services to the public.

Findly, the proposed rule is unworkable because it violates our First
Amendment right to contact members of the public. A The Supreme Court has
congstently held that any limitations on free speech must be narrowly drawn
and usethe least intrusve means. A Thisrule satisfies neither of these
requirements and further violates the Condtitution because it favors calls

from commercid interests, such as banks and insurance companies, over cals
made on behdf of non-profits.

Please reconsder this amendment in light of these concerns, and rgect the
proposa to apply the &oado not callé€s  registry to cals made on behalf of



non-profit organizations.

Sincerdly,

Steven Locke
President

=(



